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the Parthians, by which they returned their Roman prisoners
and the standards captured from Crassus and Antony, In
Armenia Augustus was content to exercise an indirect influence
through the native kings, who sat on the throne by Roman
support and favoured their supporters. Gaius, the grandson
and heir of Augustus, lost his life while establishing one of
these Roman nominees on the throne of Armenia. In Asia
Minor Augustus carried on the policy of his predecessors,
Pompey and Caesar : some districts continued to be tributary
kingdoms, while others, such as Galatia, were converted into
Roman provinces. Augustus was never obliged to wage a
regular war in Asia; for such a name cannot be applied to the
pacification of predatory tribes in the mountains of Pisidia.

The population of the Roman Empire took less interest in
foreign affairs, the more those affairs and military control
were concentrated in the hands of Augustus. The danger
of foreign invasion had disappeared; wars were undertaken
merely to strengthen the frontiers ; even the frontier provinces
ceased to fear the irruption of neighbouring tribes. And thus
the prestige of Augustus, as the defender and guardian of the
state, rose to an unassailable height.